MINUTES OF MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 8th SEPTEMBER, 2008, AT 3.00 p.m.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. J. Mellett, was in the Chair.

The other Councillors present were:-

Cllrs. M. Mulherin, J. Munnelly, Johnnie O’Malley, A.M. Reape, E. Staunton, S. Weir, P. O’Brien, D. Ryan, H. Walsh, G. Coyle, M. McNamara, T. Quinn, C. Burke, H. Kenny, A. McDonnell, P. McGuinness, J. Mee, T. Connolly, J. Cribbin, P. McHugh, E. Lavin, J. Maloney, F. Chambers, A.F. O’Malley, John O’Malley.

Apologies received from Cllrs. M. Adams and H. Holmes for inability to attend the Meeting.

The Council Staff in attendance were:-

Mr. D. Mahon, Co. Manager, Mr. J. Beirne, Dir. of Services/Co. Engineer, Mr. J. Loftus, Dir. of Services, Mr. J. Condon, Meetings Administrator, Mr. S. Granahan, Dir. of Services, Mr. P. Duggan, Head of Finance, Mr. P. Mahon, Dir. of Services, Mr. I. Douglas, Senior Planner, Mr. K. Lynn, A/Sen. Engineer, Mr. P. Philbin, A/Sen. Ex. Engineer, Mr. D. Turnbull, Adm. Officer, Mr. P. Brogan, Sen. Staff Officer, Ms. C. Kenny, Asst. Staff Officer.

Mr. M. Browne, Solicitor, was also in attendance. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Proposed by Cllr. C. Burke

Seconded by Cllr. D. Ryan

Resolved:-

“That the sympathy of the Council be extended to Councillor Patsy O’Brien on the death of his Mother, Angela, and that the Meeting be adjourned as a mark of respect”.

Proposed by Cllr. E. Staunton

Seconded by Cllr. Johnnie O’Malley

Resolved:-

“That the sympathy of the Council be extended to Councillor Michelle Mulherin on the death of her Father, Michael, and that the Meeting be adjourned as a mark of respect”.

Proposed by Cllr. H. Walsh

Seconded by Cllr. D. Ryan

Resolved:-

“That the sympathy of the Council be extended to the Shannon family on the death of Monsignor Tom Shannon, former Parish Priest, Ballinrobe”.
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Proposed by Cllr. H. Walsh

Seconded by Cllr. D. Ryan

Resolved:-

“That the sympathy of the Council be extended to Reverend Alistair Grimason, Dean of Tuam, on the death of his Wife, Vivienne”.

Proposed by Cllr. A.M. Reape

Seconded by Cllr. S. Weir

Resolved:-

“That the sympathy of the Council be extended to Mrs. Bernie O’Hara and family, Corner House, Foxford, on the death of her Husband, J.J.”.

Proposed by Cllr. A.M. Reape

Seconded by Cllr. E. Staunton

Resolved:-

“That the sympathy of the Council be extended to the Moore family, 37, Corcoran Terrace, Ballina, on the death of their Father, Gerry, who was a former Chairman and Member of Ballina Town Council”.

Proposed by Cllr. A.M. Reape

Seconded by Cllr. E. Staunton

Resolved:-

“That the sympathy of the Council be extended to Mrs. Bridie Greavy and family, Bonniconlon, Ballina, on the death of her Husband, John James”.

Proposed by Cllr. E. Staunton

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Reape

Resovled:-

“That the sympathy of the Council be extended to Mr. Michael Timlin, Overseer, Ballina Area, Mayo County Council, on the death of his Mother”.

The County Manager and Cathaoirleach, on their own behalf and on behalf of the Staff, associated themselves with the Votes of Sympathy passed.

It was agreed to deal with Item Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,  

19, 20, 21, 22 and 23 as listed on the Agenda.

ITEM  NO.  2.

TO ADOPT THE HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS SCHEME FOR 2008.
Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-
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“That we hereby adopt the Higher Education Grants Scheme for 2008, as circulated”.

ITEM  NO  3.

MAYO COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2008 – 2014.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. F. Chambers

Resolved:-

“That a Special Meeting of the Council be held on Monday, 15th September, 2008, at 2.00 p.m., to discuss the Mayo County Development Plan 2008 – 2014”.

ITEM  NO.  4.

TO CONSIDER REPORT DATED 16th JULY, 2008, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 8 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS, 2001, AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001, IN RESPECT OF PROPOSED ERECTION OF DWELLING AT DERREENASCOOBE, KILLAWALLA, WESTPORT.
Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That we hereby adopt Report dated 16th July, 2008, in accordance with Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations, 2001, and the Local Government Act, 2001, in respect of proposed erection of Dwelling at Derreenascoobe, Killawalla, Westport”.

ITEM  NO.  5.

TO CONSIDER REPORT DATED 22nd AUGUST, 2008, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 8 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS, 2001, AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001, IN RESPECT OF  -

(a)
CONSTRUCTION OF SINGLE RURAL COUNCIL DWELLINGHOUSE,


SEPTIC TANK TREATMENT UNIT AND ANCILLARY WORKS AT


AT OWENDUFF, TONRAGEE, CO. MAYO;

(b)
CONSTRUCTION OF SINGLE RURAL COUNCIL DWELLINGHOUSE,


SEPTIC TANK TREATMENT UNIT AND ANCILLARY WORKS AT


BINGHAMSTOWN, BELMULLET, CO. MAYO;

(c)
CONSTRUCTION OF SINGLE RURAL COUNCIL DWELLINGHOUSE,


SEPTIC TANK TREATMENT UNIT AND ANCILLARY WORKS AT


DOOEGA, ACHILL, CO. MAYO;
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(d)
CONSTRUCTION OF SINGLE RURAL COUNCIL DWELLINGHOUSE


AND ANCILLARY WORKS AT SLIEVEMORE, DOOAGH, ACHILL,


CO. MAYO;
(e)
CONSTRUCTION OF SINGLE RURAL COUNCIL DWELLINGHOUSE,


SEPTIC TANK TREATMENT UNIT AND ANCILLARY WORKS AT


ROSTURK, MULRANNY, CO. MAYO.
Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That we hereby adopt Report dated 22nd August, 2008, in accordance with Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations, 2001, and the Local Government Act, 2001, in respect of  -

(a)
Construction of single rural Council Dwellinghouse, septic tank


treatment unit and ancillary works at Owenduff, Tonragee, Co.


Mayo;

(b)
Construction of single rural Council Dwellinghouse, septic tank


treatment unit and ancillary works at Binghamstown, Belmullet,


Co. Mayo;

(c)
Construction of single rural Council Dwellinghouse, septic tank


treatment unit and ancillary works at Dooega, Achill, Co. Mayo;

(d)
Construction of single rural Council Dwellinghouse and ancillary


works at Slievemore, Dooagh, Achill, Co. Mayo;

(e)
Construction of single rural Council Dwellinghouse, septic tank


treatment unit and ancillary works at Rosturk, Mulranny, Co.


Mayo”.

ITEM  NO.  6.

TO CONSIDER REPORT DATED 28th AUGUST, 2008, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 8 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS, 2001, AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001, IN RESPECT OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC TOILET FACILITIES AT LISLAUGHERA PIER, LISLAUGHERA, CONG, CLAREMORRIS, CO. MAYO.
Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That we hereby adopt Report dated 28th August, 2008, in accordance with Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations, 2001, and the Local Government Act, 2001, in respect of proposed development of public toilet facilities at Lislaughera Pier, Lislaughera, Cong, Claremorris, Co. Mayo”.
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ITEM  NO.  7.

TO APPROVE OF THE DISPOSAL OF DWELLING AT 62, GLENFORT, CASTLEBAR, CO. MAYO, TO PATSY & NOELLA McHALE, 62, GLENFORT, CASTLEBAR, CO. MAYO, IN ACCORDANCE WITH NOTICE DATED 23rd JULY, 2008, ALREADY CIRCULATED.
Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That we hereby approve of the disposal of Dwelling at 62, Glenfort, Castlebar, Co. Mayo, to Patsy & Noella McHale, 62, Glenfort, Castlebar, Co. Mayo, for €51,636.34, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, and Notice dated 23rd July, 2008, already circulated”.

ITEM  NO.  8.

TO APPROVE OF THE DISPOSAL OF DWELLING AT 11, SPRINGFIELD, BANGOR-ERRIS, BALLINA, CO. MAYO, TO PATRICK & EILEEN WALKER, 11, SPRINGFIELD, BANGOR-ERRIS, BALLINA, CO. MAYO, IN ACCORDANCE WITH NOTICE DATED 14th AUGUST, 2008, ALREADY CIRCULATED.
Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That we hereby approve of the disposal of Dwelling at 11, Springfield, Bangor-Erris, Ballina, Co. Mayo, to Patrick & Eileen Walker, 11, Springfield, Bangor-Erris, Ballina, Co. Mayo, for €29,080.80, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, and Notice dated 14th August, 2008, already circulated”.

ITEM  NO.  9.

TO NOTE POSITION REGARDING TIMELINES FOR THE MAKING OF RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT PLANS.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That position regarding Timelines for the making of River Basin Management Plans, as circulated, be noted by the Council”.
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ITEM  NO.  10.

TO ACCEPT TERMS OF LETTER DATED 27th FEBRUARY, 2008, RECEIVED FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD IN RESPECT OF PIER PROJECTS AT ROIGH, CLOGHANS AND BUNDORRAGHA, AND TO APPROVE A CONTRIBUTION OF €125,000 TO THESE PROJECTS.
Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That we hereby accept terms of Letter dated 27th February, 2008, received from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food in respect of Pier Projects at Roigh, Cloghans and Bundorragha, and that a contribution from Mayo County Council of €125,000 for these Projects be hereby agreed”.

ITEM  NO.  11.

TO ACCEPT TERMS OF LETTER DATED 8th MAY, 2008, RECEIVED FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD IN RESPECT OF COASTAL PROTECTION PROGRAMME 2008 PROJECT AT BERTRA, WESTPORT, AND TO APPROVE A CONTRIBUTION OF €25,000 TO THIS PROJECT.
Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That we hereby accept terms of Letter dated 8th May, 2008, received from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food in respect of Coastal Protection Programme 2008 project at Bertra, Westport, and that a contribution from Mayo County Council of €25,000 for this Project be hereby agreed”

ITEM  NO.  12.

TO ACCEPT GRANT OF €227,119 FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY, RURAL AND GAELTACHT AFFAIRS IN RESPECT OF MINOR ISLAND WORKS FOR 2008 AND TO APPROVE A CONTRIBUTION OF €227,119 FOR THESE WORKS.
Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That we hereby accept Grant of €227,119 from the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs in respect of minor Island works for 2008 and that a contribution from Mayo County Council of €227,119 for these works be hereby agreed”.
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ITEM  NO.  13.

TOURISM PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT SUB PROGRAMME INFRASTRUCTURE FUND – 2008 PROJECTS – MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL.
Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That the Council hereby note the following Grant approvals from Fáilte Ireland and approve of the provision of the necessary matching fund for these Projects:-

(1)
Killary-Newport Linear Cycle Route


€105,000

(2)
Facilities Improvement at Croagh Patrick &


National Famine Monument sites



€112,500

(3)
Westport Cycle Hub – Railway Cycle Lane

€252,750

(4)
Westport Hub Cycle Route – West Road Cycle


Lane to Croagh Patrick





€262,500

(5)
National Coastal Walk – Westport Quay to 


National Famine Museum, Croagh Patrick

€262,500

(6)
Facilities Improvement at Bertra Blue Flag


Beach, Co. Mayo 






€138,675”.

ITEM  NO.  19.

TO CONSIDER NOMINATING REPRESENTATIVES TO ATTEND CONFERENCE – “YOUTH SUICIDE IN A CHANGING SOCIETY” – TO BE HELD IN THE SHERATON HOTEL, ATHLONE, CO. WESTMEATH, ON 20th SEPTEMBER, 2008.

The Council were informed of the estimated cost of sending a Delegate to this Conference.

Proposed by Cllr. Johnnie O’Malley

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Reape

Resolved:-

“That Cllr. T. Quinn be nominated to attend Conference – “Youth Suicide in a Changing Society” – to be held in the Sheraton Hotel, Athlone, Co. Westmeath, on 20th September, 2008”.

ITEM  NO.  20.

TO CONSIDER NOMINATING REPRESENTATIVES TO ATTEND LA TOUCHE LEGACY SEMINAR 2008 – “THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL AUTHORITIES & THE BUSINESS SECTOR – ARE THERE
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LESSONS TO BE LEARNED?” – TO BE HELD IN CHARLESLAND GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB HOTEL, GREYSTONES, CO. WICKLOW, FROM 3rd TO 5th OCTOBER, 2008.

The Council were informed of the estimated cost of sending a Delegate to this Seminar.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That Cllrs. M. Carty, G. Coyle, J. Cribbin, P. McHugh, A. McDonnell, M. McNamara, M. Mulherin, G. Murray, T. Quinn, D. Ryan and S. Weir be nominated to attend La Touche Legacy Seminar 2008 – “The Relationship between Local Authorities & the Business Sector – Are there lessons to be learned?” – to be held in Charlesland Golf & Country Club Hotel, Greystones, Co. Wicklow, from 3rd to 5th October, 2008”.

ITEM  NO.  21.

TO CONSIDER NOMINATING REPRESENTATIVES TO ATTEND CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE – “THE WAY FORWARD FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES” – TO BE HELD IN CROKE PARK CONFERENCE CENTRE, DUBLIN, ON 16th OCTOBER, 2008.
The Council were informed of the estimated cost of sending a Delegate to this Conference.

Proposed by Cllr. J. Maloney

Seconded by Cllr. M. McNamara

Resolved:-

“That Cllr. D. Ryan be nominated to attend Climate Change Conference – “The Way Forward for Local Authorities” – to be held in Croke Park Conference Centre, Dublin, on 16th October, 2008”.

ITEM  NO.  22.

TO CONSIDER NOMINATING REPRESENTATIVES TO ATTEND SEMINAR – “LOCAL AUTHORITY FINANCING – A CRISIS BREWING, THE CHALLENGE FOR COUNCILLORS” – TO BE HELD IN THE KILLARNEY PLAZA HOTEL, KILLARNEY, CO. KERRY, FROM 16th TO 18th OCTOBER, 2008.
The Council were informed of the estimated cost of sending a Delegate to this Seminar.
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Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. C. Burke

Resolved:-

“That Cllrs. T. Connolly, P. O’Brien and S. Weir be nominated to attend Seminar – “Local Authority Financing – A Crisis Brewing, the Challenge for Councillors” – to be held in the Killarney Plaza Hotel, Killarney, Co. Kerry, from 16th to 18th October, 2008”.

ITEM  NO.  23.

TO CONSIDER NOMINATING REPRESENTATIVES TO ATTEND DOUGLAS HYDE CONFERENCE 2008 – “LOST IN TRANSLATION – AMÚ IN AISTRIÚCHÁN” – TO BE HELD IN THE ABBEYFIELD HOTEL, BALLAGHADERREEN, CO. ROSCOMMON, FROM 17th TO 19th OCTOBER, 2008.
The Council were informed of the estimated cost of sending a Delegate to this Conference.

Proposed by Cllr. D. Ryan

Seconded by Cllr. A. McDonnell

Resolved:-

“That Cllrs. M. McNamara and T. Quinn be nominated to attend Douglas Hyde Conference 2008 – “Lost in Translation – “Amú in Aistriúchán” – to be held in the Abbeyfield Hotel, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon, from 17th to 19th October, 2008”.

Benedict Kiely Literary Weekend – Omagh, Co. Tyrone – 12th to 14th September, 2008.

Proposed by Cllr. J. Mee

Seconded by Cllr. H. Walsh

Resolved:-

“That Cllrs. M. Holmes and H. Walsh be nominated to attend Benedict Kiely Literary Weekend – “Make Straight for the Shore” – to be held in the Strule Arts Centre, Omagh, Co. Tyrone, from 12th to 14th September, 2008”.

Country Comes to Town Festival – Portadown, Co. Antrim – 20th September, 2008.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. J. Cribbin

Resolved:-
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“That the Cathaoirleach, Cllr. J. Mellett, be nominated to attend Country Comes to Town Festival to be held in Portadown, Co. Antrim, on 20th September, 2008”.

Society for Folk Life Studies Annual Conference – Killarney, Co. Kerry – 18th to 21st September, 2008.
Proposed by Cllr. T. Connolly

Seconded by Cllr. S. Weir

Resolved:-

“That Cllrs. M. Mulherin and P. O’Brien be nominated to attend Society for Folk Life Studies Annual Conference to be held in the Lake Hotel, Killarney, Co. Kerry, from 18th to 21st September, 2008”.

Conference – Ennis, Co. Clare – 25th and 26th September, 2008.
Proposed by Cllr. J. Mee

Seconded by Cllr. H. Walsh

Resolved:-

“That Cllr. G. Murray be nominated to attend Conference – “Citizen First – Using Technology to include ALL Citizens” – to be held in the Old Ground Hotel, Ennis, Co. Clare, on 25th and 26th September, 2008”.

Conference – Killarney, Co. Kerry – 2nd and 3rd October, 2008.

Proposed by Cllr. J. Mee

Seconded by Cllr. H. Walsh

Resolved:-

“That Cllr. M. Holmes be nominated to attend Conference – “Getting a Grip 2008 – Addiction Proofing Our Communities” – to be held in the Malton Hotel, Killarney, Co. Kerry, on 2nd and 3rd October, 2008”.

RESOLUTIONS OF SYMPATHY.

----------------------------------------------

Proposed by Cllr. J. Mee

Seconded by Cllr. A. McDonnell

Resolved:-

“That the sympathy of the Council be extended to Mr. Sandy Geraghty, Rehins, Castlebar, on the death of his Wife, Patricia”.

Proposed by Cllr. J. Mee

Seconded by Cllr. A. McDonnell

Resolved:-
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“That the sympathy of the Council be extended to Mrs. Margaret McHugh, Ballyheane, Castlebar, on the death of her Husband, Peter”.

The Meeting adjourned at 3.30 p.m.

