MINUTES OF MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 15th SEPTEMBER, 2008, AT 2.00 p.m.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. J. Mellett, was in the Chair.

The other Councillors present were:-

Cllrs. M. Mulherin, J. Munnelly, Johnnie O’Malley, A.M. Reape, E. Staunton, S. Weir, C. Burke, P. McGuinness, A. McDonnell, M. Carty, T. Connolly, J. Cribbin, P. McHugh, P. O’Brien, D. Ryan, G. Coyle, M. Holmes, M. McNamara, T. Quinn, E. Lavin, J. Maloney, G. Murray, M. Adams, F. Chambers, A.F. O’Malley, John O’Malley. 

The Council Staff in attendance were:-

Mr. D. Mahon, Co. Manager, Mr. J. Beirne, Dir. of Services/Co. Engineer, Mr. J. Loftus, Dir. of Services, Mr. J. Condon, Meetings Administrator, Mr. P. Hynes, Dir. of Services, Mr. P. Mahon, Dir. of Services, Mr. P. Duggan, Head of Finance, Mr. I. Douglas, Senior Planner, Ms. M. Killoran-Coyne, Adm. Officer, Ms. M. Crowley, Town Clerk, Castlebar Town Council, Ms. C. Lynch, Clerical Officer.

Mr. M. Browne, Solicitor, was also in attendance.

ITEM  NO.  1.

MAYO COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2008 – 2014.

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. J. Mellett, welcomed everyone to the Meeting.

Mr. I. Douglas, Senior Planner, summarised the reports before the Meeting regarding the Mayo County Development Plan Ministerial Direction of 11th July, 2008.

Mr. M. Browne, Solicitor, advised the Elected Members that an application for Judicial Review of the Ministerial Direction was unlikely to succeed.   A written copy of this advice was circulated to the Elected Members.

PROPOSAL  1.

Proposed by Cllr. P. Mc Guinness

Seconded by Cllr. A. McDonnell

Resolved:-

“That any notes taken by Mayo County Council Executive Staff about or during any meeting with the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, be made available to the Elected Members”.

-      2      -

PROPOSAL   2.

Proposed by Cllr. P. Mc Guinness

Seconded by Cllr. A. McDonnell

Resolved:-

“That this Council under Section 132(2) of the Local Government Act, 2001, seek a second legal opinion from Mr Stephen Dodd, Barrister at Law, through Garavan and O’Connor, Solicitors, Castlebar”.

Following discussion, the County Manager informed the Elected Members that under Section 31(4) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, neither the Elected Members nor the County Manager can exercise any power in conflict with a Direction from the Minister.

PROPOSAL  3.

Proposed by Cllr. P. Mc Guinness

Seconded by Cllr. A. McDonnell

 “That in accordance with Section 132(1) of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Mayo County Development Plan 2008 – 2014, as adopted on 6th May, 2008, shall be the document used in making decisions on all Planning applications to the Council”.
Following discussion, Mr. M. Browne, Solicitor, reiterated that the Council was bound by Section 31(4) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, and could not over-ride the Ministerial Direction.

PROPOSAL  4.

Proposed by Cllr. P. Mc Guinness

Seconded by Cllr. A. McDonnell

Resolved:-

“That an examination of deletions and insertions into the Mayo County Development Plan 2008 – 2014, on foot of the Ministerial Direction, be carried out”.

PROPOSAL  5.

Proposed by Cllr. P. Mc Guinness

Seconded by Cllr. A. McDonnell

Resolved:-

“That the Cathaoirleach of the Council, Cllr. J. Mellett, lead a Delegation, including four other Councilors, to an arranged session with the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Environment, Heritage and Local Government”.

-      3      -

The County Manager advised that the matter be placed on the Agenda of the October Meeting of the Council to allow time for the second legal opinion requested by the Elected Members

The Meeting concluded at 4.40 p.m.

