MINUTES OF MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 10th NOVEMBER, 2008, AT 3.00 p.m.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. J. Mellett, was in the Chair.

The other Councillors present were:-

Cllrs. M. Mulherin, J. Munnelly, Johnnie O’Malley, A.M. Reape, E. Staunton, S. Weir, P. O’Brien, D. Ryan, H. Walsh, G. Coyle, M. Holmes, M. McNamara, T. Quinn, S. Bourke, C. Burke, H. Kenny, P. McGuinness, J. Mee, M. Carty, T. Connolly, J. Cribbin, P. McHugh, E. Lavin, J. Maloney, G. Murray, M. Adams, F. Chambers, A.F. O’Malley, John O’Malley.

The Council Staff in attendance were:-

Mr. D. Mahon, Co. Manager, Mr. J. Beirne, Dir. of Services/Co. Engineer, Mr. J. Loftus, Dir. of Services, Mr. J. Condon, Meetings Administrator, Mr. P. Hynes, Dir. of Services, Mr. S. Granahan, Dir. of Services, Mr. J. Coll, Dir., Comm. & Enterprise, Mr. P. Duggan, Head of Finance, Mr. P. Mahon, Dir. of Services, Mr. I. Douglas, Senior Planner, Ms. C. Kenny, Asst. Staff Officer.

Mr. Michael Browne, Solicitor, was also in attendance.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Proposed by Cllr. J. Mellett

Seconded by Cllr. J. Cribbin

Resolved:-

“That a Vote of Congratulations be extended to Mayo County Council on winning the “Best Local Authority Award” in the National “Pride of Place” Awards Competition, to Ballyhaunis Town on winning a National Award in their category and to Crossmolina Town for finishing as runners-up in their category in the National “Pride of Place” Awards Competition”.

The Members of the Council congratulated Mayo County Council, Ballyhaunis, Crossmolina, Knockmore and Inishturk on their wonderful achievements in the National “Pride of Place” Awards Competition.

Proposed by Cllr. A.M. Reape

Seconded by Cllr. Johnnie O’Malley

Resolved:-

“That a Vote of Congratulations be extended to Bonniconlon Foroige Club on winning a National Award for their initiative in installing Smoke Alarms in the homes of elderly people in their community, and that an appropriate Function be held to honour this achievement”.
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Proposed by Cllr. A.F. O’Malley

Seconded by Cllr. F. Chambers

Resolved:-

“That a Vote of Congratulations be extended to Mr. Ray Moylett, St. Anne’s Boxing Club, Westport, on winning the World Lightweight Youth Boxing Championship and that an appropriate Function be held to honour his achievement”.

Proposed by Cllr. E. Staunton

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Reape

Resolved:-

“That a Vote of Congratulations be extended to Ballina Town Council on winning Chambers Ireland “Excellence in Local Government Award for Economic Development”.

Proposed by Cllr. T. Quinn

Seconded by Cllr. M. Holmes

Resolved:-

“That this Council send a Deputation consisting of the Cathaoirleach, Cllr. J. Mellett, Cllrs. G. Coyle, M. Holmes, M. McNamara, T. Quinn and A.F. O’Malley to meet the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Mr. John Gormley, T.D.,  in relation to Achill Sewerage Scheme, on Wednesday, 12th November, 2008”.

Proposed by Cllr. J. Cribbin

Seconded by Cllr. T. Connolly

“That “Standing Orders” be suspended in order to allow discussion on Budget 2009”.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McHugh

Seconded by Cllr. Johnnie O’Malley

“That the Meeting proceed in accordance with the Agenda”.

Following discussion, it was agreed that one hour would be given to discussing Budget 2009 and that Cllr. P. O’Brien’s Notice of Motion as listed on the Agenda would also be included as part of the discussion –

(d)
“Calling on Mayo County Council to resist the changes in the


Budget for the following:-

(a) Installation Aid for Young Farmer Grant;

(b) Farm Retirement Scheme;

(c) Reduction on Area Based Payment”.
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A detailed and lenghthy discussion took place on the measures included in the Minister for Finance’s Budget Statement of 14th October, 2008.

The Cathaoirleach informed the Members of a letter which had been received from Councillor Veronica Cawley, Mayor, Sligo Borough Council, requesting permission for a Delegation from Sligo Borough Council to address Mayo County Council on the retention of Cancer Care Services in Sligo General Hospital.

It was agreed that a Delegation from Sligo Borough Council would address the Members of Mayo County Council at Council Meeting to be held on Monday, 8th December, 2008, at 10.00 a.m.
ITEM  NO.  1.

MIONTUAIRISCI DE CRUINNITHE COMHAIRLE CHONTAE MHAIGH EO A BHI AR SIUL AR AN 15ú MEÁN FÓMHAIR, 2008 AGUS 13ú DEIREADH FÓMHAIR, 2008, A DEIMHNIU.

TO CONFIRM MINUTES OF MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD ON 15th SEPTEMBER, 2008 AND 13th OCTOBER, 2008.
Mhol Comhairleoir P. McGuinness

Chuid Comhairleoir P. McHugh leis

Ghlacu leis an tairiscint:-

“Go n-aontaiomar le Miontuairisci Cruinnithe Comhairle Chontae Mhaigh Eo a bhi ar siul ar an 15ú Meán Fómhair, 2008 agus 13ú Deireadh Fómhair, 2008”.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That Minutes of Mayo County Council Meetings held on 15th September, 2008 and 13th October, 2008, be taken as read, approved and signed as a correct record”.

Referring to Minutes of County Council Special Meeting held on 15th September, 2008, it was  -

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. A. McDonnell

Resolved:-

“That the Minutes of Mayo County Council Special Meeting held on 15th September, 2008, be amended to include the following  -
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“In reply to Cllr. P. McGuinness, Mr. Joe Loftus, Director of Services, confirmed that himself and Mr. Iain Douglas, Senior Planner, attended a Meeting in the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government with Senior Departmental Planning Officials relating to the Mayo County Development Plan 2008 – 2014, prior to its adoption”.

ITEM  NO.  2.

TO ARRANGE A DATE FOR THE BUDGET MEETING FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 2009.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That the Budget Meeting for the Financial Year ending 31st December, 2009, be held on Monday, 15th December, 2008, at 3.00 p.m.”.

ITEM  NO.  3.

(a)
PRESENTATION ON WASTE INFRASTRUCTURE 2008 - 2013

(b)
TO APPROVE OF THE RAISING OF A LOAN OF €7m. IN RESPECT


OF CAPITAL EXPENDITURE ON WASTE INFRASTRUCTURE.

(a)
Mr. S. Granahan, Dir. of Services, gave a Presentation to the


Council on Waste Infrastructure 2008 – 2013.


Following discussion, queries raised by the Members were replied


to by Mr. Granahan.


The Cathaoirleach thanked Mr. Granahan for his Presentation.

(b)
Proposed by Cllr. A.F. O’Malley


Seconded by Cllr. M. Adams


Resolved:-


“That we hereby approve of the raising of a Loan of €7m. in respect


of Capital Expenditure on Waste Infrastructure”.

ITEM  NO.  4.

MAYO COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2008 – 2014.

Cllrs. P. McGuinness and A. McDonnell briefed the Members on their Presentation in respect of the Mayo County Development Plan 2008-2014, to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Environment, Heritage and Local Government which took place on Tuesday, 4th November, 2008.
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They thanked the Staff of the Planning Office, the Members of the Council and the local Media for all their support during the Mayo County Development Plan process.

ITEM  NO.  5.

TO AUTHORISE THE ATTENDANCE OF THE CATHAOIRLEACH AND TWO MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL TO VISIT U.S.A. FOR ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADES AND ASSOCIATED EVENTS.

The Council were informed of the estimated cost of sending a Delegate to these Events.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That the Cathaoirleach, Cllr. J. Mellett, Cllrs. M. Mulherin or J. Munnelly and P. McHugh be authorised to visit U.S.A. for St. Patrick’s Day Parades and Associated Events and that the necessary expenditure be hereby approved”.

ITEM  NO.  6.

TO NOTE MINUTES OF BALLINA ELECTORAL AREA COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ON 3rd APRIL, 2008, 19th MAY, 2008, 7th JULY, 2008 AND 8th SEPTEMBER, 2008
Proposed by Cllr. A.M. Reape

Seconded by Cllr. Johnnie O’Malley

Resolved:-

“That Minutes of Ballina Electoral Area Committee Meetings held on 3rd April, 2008, 19th May, 2008, 7th July, 2008 and 8th September, 2008, be noted”.

Proposed by Cllr. E. Staunton

Seconded by Cllr. Johnnie O’Malley

Resolved:-

“That an Item regarding Mayo County Council Policy on Hedgecuting be listed on the Agenda for the December Meeting of the Council”.

ITEM  NO.  7.

TO NOTE MINUTES OF CASTLEBAR ELECTORAL AREA COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 29th SEPTEMBER, 2008.
Proposed by Cllr. C. Burke

Seconded by Cllr. A. McDonnell

Resolved:-
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“That Minutes of Castlebar Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 29th September, 2008, be noted”.

ITEM  NO.  8.

TO NOTE MINUTES OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY & EMERGENCY SERVICES STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 17th JUNE, 2008.

Proposed by Cllr. Johnnie O’Malley

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Reape

Resolved:-

“That Minutes of Environmental Policy & Emergency Services Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 17th June, 2008, be noted”.

ITEM  NO.  9.

TO NOTE MINUTES OF ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 27th JUNE, 2008.
Proposed by Cllr. M. Mulherin

Seconded by Cllr. M. McNamara

Resolved:-

“That Minutes of Roads and Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 27th June, 2008, be noted”.

Proposed by Cllr. M. Mulherin

Seconded by Cllr. M. McNamara

Resolved:-

“That the Policy on Takeover of Roads, as circulated, be adopted”.

Proposed by Cllr. M. Mulherin

Seconded by Cllr. M. McNamara

Resolved:-

“That the Policy on Speed Control Devices on Public Roads, as circulated, be adopted”.

ITEM  NO.  10.

TO CONSIDER NOMINATING REPRESENTATIVES TO ATTEND SEMINAR – “PUBLIC RELATIONS AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS FOR COUNCILLORS” – TO BE HELD IN THE SILVER TASSIE HOTEL, LETTERKENNY, CO. DONEGAL, FROM 14th TO 16th NOVEMBER, 2008.
The Council were informed of the estimated cost of sending a Delegate to this Seminar.
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Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That Cllrs. M. Carty, G. Coyle, J. Cribbin, P. McHugh, M. McNamara, M. Mulherin, G. Murray, P. O’Brien and H. Walsh be nominated to attend Seminar – “Public Relations and Communication Skills for Councillors” – to be held in the Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, from 14th to 16th November, 2008”.

ITEM  NO.  11.

TO CONSIDER NOMINATING REPRESENTATIVES TO ATTEND SEMINAR – “HOMELESSNESS IN IRELAND” – TO BE HELD IN THE CITY WEST HOTEL, DUBLIN, ON 5th AND 6th DECEMBER, 2008.
The Council were informed of the estimated cost of sending a Delegate to this Seminar.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. M. McNamara

Resolved:-

“That Cllrs. G. Coyle, J. Cribbin, C. Burke, M. Holmes, J. Maloney, T. Quinn and A.M. Reape be nominated to attend Seminar – “Homelessness in Ireland” – to be held in the City West Hotel, Dublin, on 5th and 6th December, 2008”.

Seminar – Bunclody, Co. Wexford – 21st – 23rd November, 2008.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. J. Cribbin

Resolved:-

“That Cllrs. G. Coyle and M. Mulherin be nominated to attend Seminar – “Information and Communication Technologies for Councillors” – to be held in the Carlton Millrace Hotel, Bunclody, Co. Wexford, from 21st to 23rd November, 2008”.

L.A.M.A. Seminar – Castlebar, Co. Mayo – 26th and 27th November, 2008.

Proposed by Cllr. C. Burke

Seconded by Cllr. M. Adams

Resolved:-

“That Cllrs. J. Cribbin, H. Kenny, P. McGuinness, P. McHugh, J. Munnelly, A.F. O’Malley and E. Staunton be nominated to attend Local Authority Members Association Annual Seminar to be held in the TF Royal Hotel, Castlebar, Co. Mayo, on 26th and 27th November, 2008”.
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Conference – Ennistymon, Co. Clare – 27th to 29th November, 2008.

Proposed by Cllr. J. Mee

Seconded by Cllr. S. Bourke

Resolved:-

“That Cllrs. M. Holmes and J. Maloney be nominated to attend National Tourism Conference – “Co-Operation and Integration – The Key To Success” – to be held in the Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare, from 27th to 29th November, 2008”.

NOTICES OF MOTION.

---------------------------------

(a)
“That Mayo County Council enter into a new arrangement with the


ESB in the provision of Public Lighting.   That time switches be


introduced to public lighting systems to reduce the number of


public lights that are left on after midnight”


Cllr. F. Chambers accepted Report dated 6th November, 2008, as


circulated.

(b)
“In light of the recent decision by the National Parks & Wildlife with


regards to Burrishoole and Cuilmore Group Water Schemes, Mayo 


County Council should re-examine the suitability of the main


sources of water supply via the Skirdagh River”.


Cllr. F. Chambers accepted Report dated 3rd November, 2008, as


circulated.

(c)
“Asking the County Manager to make a statement on the


introduction of a €200 levy on additional properties which are not


the owners primary residence, as outlined by the Minister for


Finance in Budget 2009.   Can the County Manager explain how


this is to be enforced, and whether or not Mayo County Council


benefits financially from this levy?”.


The County Manager replied to this Notice of Motion and referred


to his Report dated 10th November, 2008, as circulated, which sets


out the current position in relation to this Notice of Motion.

(d)
“Calling on Mayo County Council to resist the changes in the


Budget for the following:-
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(a) Installation Aid for Young Farmer Grant;

(b) Farm Retirement Scheme;

(c) Reduction on Area Based Payment”.

This Notice of Motion was already dealt with.

(d)
“Calling on Mayo County Council not to increase the commercial


rates or the water charges for the coming year in view of the very


difficult economic climate at the present time, and the fact that


many small businesses, which are the backbone of any economy,


are barely surviving at the moment”.


It was agreed to defer this Notice of Motion to the December


Meeting of the Council.

RESOLUTIONS OF SYMPATHY.

---------------------------------------------

Proposed by Cllr. G. Murray

Seconded by Cllr. A.M. Reape

Resolved:-

“That the sympathy of the Council be extended to the O’Hara family, Church Street, Charlestown, on the death of Eamon O’Hara”.

Proposed by Cllr. J. Munnelly

Seconded by Cllr. S. Weir

Resolved:-

“That the sympathy of the Council be extended to the Maughan family, Courthouse St., Killala, on the death of Seamus Maughan”.

Proposed by Cllr. A.M. Reape

Seconded by Cllr. Johnnie O’Malley

Resolved:-

“That the sympathy of the Council be extended to Mr. Sean Calleary & family, Quay Road, Ballina, on the death of his Brother, Thomas”.

The Meeting concluded at 6.30 p.m.

