MINUTES OF MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL BUDGET MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 7th JANUARY, 2008, AT 2.00 p.m.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. S. Weir, was in the Chair.

The other Councillors present were:-

Cllrs. M. Mulherin, J. Munnelly, Johnnie O’Malley, E. Staunton, P. O’Brien, D. Ryan, H. Walsh, G. Coyle, M. Holmes, M. McNamara, T. Quinn, C. Burke, H. Kenny, A. McDonnell, P. McGuinness, J. Mee, M. Carty, T. Connolly, J. Cribbin, E. Lavin, J. Maloney, M. Adams, F. Chambers, A.F. O’Malley, John O’Malley. 

Apologies received from Cllrs. S. Bourke, J. Mellett and P. McHugh for inability to attend the Meeting.

The Council Staff in attendance were:-

Mr. D. Mahon, Co. Manager, Mr. J. Beirne, Dir. of Services/Co. Engineer, Mr. J. Loftus, Dir. of Services, Mr. J. Condon, Meetings Administrator, Mr. P. Hynes, Dir. of Services, Mr. S. Granahan, Dir. of Services, Mr. J. Coll,

Dir., Comm. & Enterprise, Mr. P. Duggan, Head of Finance, Ms. T. McGee, Management Accountant, Mr. S. Murphy, Chief Fire Officer, Mr. J. Moran,

Sen. Staff Officer, Mr. K. Joyce, A/Sen. Staff Officer, Ms. C. Kenny, Asst. Staff Officer.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ITEM  NO.  1.

-------------------

· TO CONSIDER THE BUDGET OF MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL FOR

FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 2008, AND

· TO ADOPT THE SAID BUDGET WITH OR WITHOUT AMENDMENT;

· TO DETERMINE BY RESOLUTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SAID BUDGET AS ADOPTED THE ANNUAL RATE TO BE LEVIED

FOR THE PURPOSES SET OUT IN TABLE B OF THE SAID BUDGET

FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 2008, AND

· TO DETERMINE BY RESOLUTION THE CHARGES TO BE MADE

FOR SERVICES PROVIDED IN RESPECT OF DOMESTIC FIRE

BRIGADE SERVICE.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The County Manager outlined details of the Budget of Mayo County Council for the Financial Year ending 31st December, 2008.   He made reference to the following matters:-

· An estimate of €152,653,711 Revenue Expenditure is envisaged

for the year;
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· Rates on Commercial and Industrial property is estimated at

€13,393,891 whilst the Council’s Demands on Town Councils is

estimated at €2,541,447.

The County Manager stated that in the preparation of the 2008 Draft Budget, careful consideration was given to:-

· The need to keep the core services of the Council at the best

possible level of both effectiveness and efficiency;

· To maximise the Mayo take-up of the programmes set out in the

National Development Plan 2007 – 2013;

· To maximise Discretionary Grant aid offered to the Council to

ensure improved services especially in the area of tourism, island

access and disadvantaged areas;

· To address the cost competitiveness of the Council through the

use of VFM Studies, comparators and critical analysis of operations;

· To strive to improve the quality of life of the people of Mayo;

    -    To seek to expand the financial base of the Council and increase


the discretionary income of the Council;

    -    To be ever conscious of the Council’s responsibilities towards


social inclusion and improvement of services for people with


disabilities;

· Chun aithne géar a bheith againn go bhfuil Chontae Mhaigh Éo mar

Contae Gaeltacht agus gach iarracht a dhéanamh an teanga a neartú;

    -    To strengthen and support the retail sector of the towns of the


County.

The main features of Budget 2008 are:-

· An increase in the Local Government Fund of 5.5% to €40,102,948;

    -    The introduction of a new Housing Grant Scheme – The Housing


Adaptation Scheme to incorporate the Essential Repairs Grant


Scheme, Disabled Persons Grant Scheme and the Health Service


Executive – Housing Aid for the Elderly Grant Scheme;
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· Renewed investment in Road Safety Campaigns and Road Safety

Awareness;

· Provision of metering of all non-domestic water users with water

charges in 2008 of €1.00 per m3 for water and €1.30 for sewerage to

recoup costs of €5.05m.;

· Provision of water discharge licencing of the County’s Sewerage

Schemes;

· New Sanitary Services Schemes at:-

    -    Achill Sound;

    -    Castlebar DBO (part of Castlebar Environs Scheme);

    -    Louisburgh Water Supply Scheme (Extension of Lough Mask


        from Westport);

    -    Kiltimagh;

    -    Lough Mask Regional Water Supply Scheme – Treatment

         Plant Upgrade – Extension from Srah to Westport;

    -    Ballina Regional Water Supply Scheme Stage 3 – Ballina

         Town Distribution and Storage;

    -    Lough Mask Regional Water Supply Scheme – Extension to


        Kiltimagh;

· Extension of Broadband system to Ballinrobe, Claremorris and

Ireland West Airport, Knock;

    -    Increased provision for acquisition of land for Burial Grounds;

· Increased provision of Health and Safety issues in the Fire Service;

· Increased provision for Walking Routes as a priority of the Council;

· Inclusion of €2,015,000 for the Economic and Social Fund of the

Council.

He also pointed out that the County Rate on commercial and industrial property is proposed at €70.67 in the €, an increase of 3.5% on the current rate of €68.28.
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Mr. P. Duggan, Head of Finance, gave a Presentation on the Council’s current financial position.

PROGRAMME  GROUP  1  -  HOUSING  AND  BUILDING.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mr. P. Hynes, Dir. of Services, gave a Presentation and outlined details of Programme Group 1 – Housing and Building.

A detailed discussion took place on this Programme Group during which reference was made to the following:-

    -    The provision of smaller units of Social Housing;

    -    Anti-social behaviour in Council Housing Estates;

    -    The delay in the roll out of Housing Schemes;

· Traveller Accommodation Programme;

    -    Housing Refurbishment Programme;

    -    The success of the Housing Strategic Policy Committee;

    -    The new Housing Grant Scheme;

· Derelict houses;

    -    The delay in the re-allocation of County Council Houses;

    -    Energy efficiency in new Council Houses;

· The provision of a dual central heating system and showers in

Council Houses;

· Maintenance of the exterior of Council Houses;

    -    The provision of an explanatory booklet setting out options for

         people applying for Council Houses;

    -    The re-housing of emigrants and retired people;

    -    Planned Maintenance Programme;

· The small number of County Council Rural Houses being built;

-      5      -

    -    Voluntary Housing.

Mr. P. Hynes, Dir. of Services, replied to queries raised by the Members under this Programme Group.

PROGRAMME  GROUP  2  -  ROAD  TRANSPORTATION  AND  SAFETY.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mr. J. Beirne, Dir. of Services / Co. Engineer, outlined details of Programme Group 2 – Road Transportation and Safety.

A detailed discussion ensued under this Programme Group during which reference was made to the following:-

    -    The excellent work being carried out by the Regional Design Office;

    -    The opening of the Charlestown By-Pass and the further

         development of Knock Airport as a result;

    -    The poor condition of Mayo’s National Roads;

    -    The opening of portion of the Castlebar to Belmullet Road;

· That the method of hedgecutting needs to be looked at together

with the provision of additional funding for hedgecutting;

    -    The excellent work being done by the Road Safety Officer;

    -    Increases in the Notice of Motion and Special Allocations;

    -    Dangerous bends on the N.84;

    -    Insufficient funding for maintenance of roads;

    -    Signposting in the County and the provision of marker beacons for

         side roads;

· Proposed Ballinrobe By-Pass;

    -    The cost of Public Lighting.

Mr. J. Beirne, Dir. of Services / Co. Engineer, replied to queries raised by the Members in relation to this Programme Group.
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Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. A. McDonnell

Resolved:-

“That the Meeting be adjourned to Monday, 21st February, 2008, at

2.00 p.m.”.

The Meeting adjourned at 5.45 p.m.

