MINUTES OF MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL ADJOURNED BUDGET MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY, 25th JANUARY, 2008, AT 2.00 p.m.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. S. Weir, was in the Chair.

The other Councillors present were:-

Cllrs. M. Mulherin, Johnnie O’Malley, E. Staunton, P. O’Brien, G. Coyle, M. Holmes, M. McNamara, T. Quinn, C. Burke, H. Kenny, A. McDonnell, P. McGuinness, J. Mee, M. Carty, T. Connolly, J. Cribbin, P. McHugh, E. Lavin, J. Maloney, J. Mellett, G. Murray, M. Adams, F. Chambers, A.F. O’Malley, John O’Malley.

Apology received from Cllr. S. Bourke for inability to attend the Meeting.

The Council Staff present were:-

Mr. D. Mahon, Co. Manager, Mr. J. Beirne, Dir. of Services/Co. Engineer, Mr. J. Loftus, Dir. of Services, Mr. J. Condon, Meetings Administrator, Mr. P. Hynes, Dir. of Services, Mr. S. Granahan, Dir. of Services, Mr. J. Coll, Dir., Comm. & Enterprise, Mr. P. Duggan, Head of Finance, Mr. P. Bourke, A/Dir. of Services, Ms. T. McGee, Management Accountant, Mr. S. Murphy, Chief Fire Officer, Mr. C. Harley, Sen. Ex. Engineer, Mr. A. Vaughan, Co. Librarian, Mr. J. McGovern, I.T., Ms. G. Seville, A/Arts Officer, Mr. J. Moran, Sen. Staff Officer, Ms. C. Kenny, Asst. Staff Officer.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Discussion continued on the Annual Budget for the Financial Year ending 31st December, 2008.

ITEM  NO.  1.

-------------------

    -    TO CONSIDER THE BUDGET OF MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL FOR

         FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 2008 AND

    -    TO ADOPT THE SAID BUDGET WITH OR WITHOUT AMENDMENT;

    -    TO DETERMINE BY RESOLUTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE

         SAID BUDGET AS ADOPTED THE ANNUAL RATE TO BE LEVIED

         FOR THE PURPOSES SET OUT IN TABLE B OF THE SAID BUDGET

         FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 2008, AND

    -    TO DETERMINE BY RESOLUTION THE CHARGES TO BE MADE

         FOR SERVICES PROVDED IN RESPECT OF DOMESTIC FIRE

         BRIGADE SERVICE.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It was agreed to deal with Programme Groups 5, 6, 7 and 8 together. 

-      2      -

PROGRAMME  GROUP  5  -  ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PROGRAMME  GROUP  6  -  RECREATION  AND  AMENITY.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PROGRAMME  GROUP  7  -  AGRICULTURE,  EDUCATION,  HEALTH  &  WELFARE.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PROGRAMME  GROUP  8  -  MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The County Manager outlined details of Programme Groups 5, 6, 7 and 8.

A detailed discussed ensued on these Programme Groups during which reference was made to the following:-

    -    Illegal dumping in the County;

    -    The success of the Green Schools Campaign;

    -    Recycling;

    -    The removal of old tyres from farms;

    -    Disposal of leachate from Derrinumera Civic Amenity Centre;

· The excellent work being carried out by Civil Defence and the

Fire Service;

    -    The improvement of the Fire Service to Mayo’s off-shore Islands;

    -    The success of the Environmental Awareness Campaign;

    -    The provision of a Fire Station in Kiltimagh;

    -    Blue Flag Beaches;

    -    The provision of additional funding for the Cleaner Community

         Campaign initiative;

    -    Westport Fire Station;

· Upgrading of Ballina Fire Station;
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    -    The provision of additional funding for community groups

         maintaining Burial Grounds;

    -    The siting of Bottle Banks in more public areas;

    -    The excellent work being carried out by the Litter Wardens in the

         County;

    -    An increase in the Budget from €15,000 to €25,000 for the

         enforcement of litter fines;

· The excellent work being carried out by the Library Service and the

Arts Service;

    -    The provision of Grant aid for septic tanks in Rural Houses pre

         1980;

    -    The importance of small Sewerage Schemes;

    -    The success of the National Museum of Country Life at Turlough

         Park;

    -    The availability of a progress Report on Castlebar Swimming Pool;

    -    Maintenance work on Purteen Harbour;

    -    The current position in relation to Higher Education Grants;

· The lack of a Strategic Policy Committee to deal with agricultural

matters;

    -    The necessity for an additional Dog Warden in the County;

    -    The closure of Westport Mart;

    -    The lack of funding available for coastal erosion;

    -    The success of Agricultural Shows and Farmers Markets;

    -    Additional funding for Piers and Harbours;

    -    The alleviation of flooding in the Newport area;

· The provision of a Grant for a single well for farmers;
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    -    The provision of a Library in Newport;

    -    The appointment of a Youth Officer in the County;

    -    Proposed Fire Station for Crossmolina;

    -    The upgrading of Westport Library and the provision of Civic

         Offices in Westport.

The County Manager replied to various queries raised by the Members under Programme Groups 5, 6, 7 and 8.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That having considered the County Manager’s Annual Budget for the Financial Year ending 31st December, 2008, together with his Report, the Council hereby amend the said Annual Budget as follows:-

Programme Group 3 – Water Supply and Sewerage:-

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

That Commercial Water Charges be reduced by €100,000

That Loan Charges for Non-Domestic Metering be reduced by €35,000

Local Government Fund

-----------------------------------

That the Local Government Fund be increased by €154,328”.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That the County Council of the County of Mayo hereby adopt the said Annual Budget for the Financial Year ending 31st December, 2008, as set out in Tables A and B, as amended”.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That the County Council of the County of Mayo hereby determine, in accordance with the Annual Budget, as adopted, for the Financial Year ending 31st December, 2008, the rate set out in Table B to be €70.16”.
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Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That in accordance with Section 2 of the Local Government (Financial Provisions) (No. 2) Act, 1983 (No. 21 of 1983), the Council hereby make a charge of €100.00 payable on receipt of demand from the County Council for attendance of the Fire Brigade at a domestic premises for the Financial Year ending 31st December, 2008”.

The Cathaoirleach, Cllrs. P. McGuinness and P. McHugh thanked all the Members of the Council for their co-operation in the adoption of the Budget and the County Manager and Staff for their work in the preparation of the Budget.

The County Manager thanked the Cathaoirleach and the Members of the Council for their co-operation in the adoption of the Budget.   He also thanked his Staff for their work in the preparation of the Budget.

The Meeting concluded at 4.45 p.m.

