MINUTES OF MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 10th MARCH, 2008, AT 3.00 p.m.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Leas Chathaoirleach, Cllr. A.F. O’Malley, was in the Chair.

The other Councillors present were:-

Cllrs. M. Mulherin, J. Munnelly, Johnnie O’Malley, A.M. Reape, E. Staunton, P. O’Brien, D. Ryan, H. Walsh, G. Coyle, M. Holmes, M. McNamara, T. Quinn, C. Burke, P. McGuinness, J. Mee, M. Carty, T. Connolly, J. Cribbin, P. McHugh, E. Lavin, J. Maloney, J. Mellett, G. Murray, F. Chambers, John O’Malley. 

Apologies received from Cllrs. M. Adams, S. Bourke, H. Kenny, A. McDonnell and S. Weir for inability to attend the Meeting.

The Council Staff in attendance were:-

Mr. J. Beirne, Deputy Co. Manager, Mr. J. Loftus, Dir. of Services, Mr. J. Condon, Meetings Administrator, Mr. P. Hynes, Dir. of Services, Mr. S. Granahan, Dir. of Services, Mr. P. Duggan, Head of Finance, Mr. P. Mahon, Dir. of Services, Mr. I. Douglas, Senior Planner, Mr. P. Brogan, Sen. Staff Officer, Ms. C. Kenny, Asst. Staff Officer.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

At the outset of the Meeting, a discussion took place in relation to the closure of the Connect 4 Call Centre in Achill.   The Call Centre which employed 42 people in Achill, ceased its Irish operations at short notice in Achill, Donegal and Kerry.   Cllr. M. McNamara informed the Members that the workers in Achill were not paid for seven weeks and redundancy payments are also owed to them.

ITEM  NO.  1.

MIONTUAIRISCI DE CRUINNITHE COMHAIRLE CHONTAE MHAIGH EO A BHI AR SIUL AR AN 25ú EANAIR, 2008 AND 11ú FEABHRA, 2008, A DEIMHNIU.

TO CONFIRM MINUTES OF MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD ON 25th JANUARY, 2008 AND 11th FEBRUARY, 2008.

Mhol Comhairleoir P. McGuinness

Chuid Comhairleoir P. McHugh leis

Ghlacu leis an tairiscint:-

“Go n-aontaiomar le Miontuairisci Cruinnithe Comhairle Chontae Mhaigh 

Eo a bhi ar siul ar an 25ú Eanair, 2008 agus 11ú Feabhra, 2008”.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-
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“That Minutes of Mayo County Council Meetings held on 25th January, 2008 and 11th February, 2008, be taken as read, approved and signed as a correct record”.

ITEM  NO.  2.

TO RECEIVE A DEPUTATION FROM THE IRISH PHARMACY UNION WEST.

The Leas Chathaoirleach welcomed Mr. John Staunton, MPSI, Mr. John O’Donnell, MPSI and Ms. Yvonne Byrne, MPSI, to the Meeting.

Mr. Staunton and Ms. Byrne gave a Presentation to the Council in relation to the decision by the Health Service Executive (HSE) to cut drug payments to pharmacists by eight per cent.

The Cathaoirleach thanked Mr. Staunton and Ms. Byrne for their Presentation.

It was then agreed to deal with Item Nos. 3, 4 and 5 together.

ITEM  NO.  3.

TO NOTE 2008 NATIONAL ROADS ALLOCATIONS FROM THE NATIONAL ROADS AUTHORITY.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That the 2008 National Roads Allocations from the National Roads Authority, as circulated, be noted”.

ITEM  NO.  4.

TO NOTE 2008 NON-NATIONAL ROAD GRANT ALLOCATIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That the 2008 Non-National Road Grant Allocations from the Department of Transport, as circulated, be noted”.
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ITEM  NO.  5.

TO NOTE 2008 GRANT ALLOCATIONS FOR THE LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS SCHEME.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That the 2008 Grant Allocations for the Local Improvements Scheme, as circulated, be noted”.

ITEM  NO.  6.

TO AUTHORISE AN INCREASE TO €10m. IN RESPECT OF INTER-LOCAL AUTHORITY LENDING/BORROWING FOR THE 4 LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN COUNTY MAYO.

Mr. P. Duggan, Head of Finance, briefed the Members on this Item.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. F. Chambers

Resolved:-

“That we hereby authorise an increase to €10m. in respect of Inter-Local Authority Lending/Borrowing for the 4 Local Authorities in County Mayo”.

ITEM  NO.  7.

TO APPROVE OF THE DISPOSAL OF 1.813 ACRES (0.734 HECTARES) OF LAND AT TOWNPLOTS WEST, KILLALA, TO MR. MICHAEL GILLESPIE, KILLALA, CO. MAYO, IN ACCORDANCE WITH NOTICE DATED 28th FEBRUARY, 2008, ALREADY CIRCULATED.
Proposed by Cllr. J. Munnelly

Seconded by Cllr. E. Staunton

Resolved:-

“That we hereby approve of the disposal of 1.813 acres (0.734 hectares) of Land at Townplots West, Killala, to Mr. Michael Gillespie, Killala, Co. Mayo, in exchange for Lands of 0.318 acres (0.129 hectares) located in Killala Town centre, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, and Notice dated 28th February, 2008, already circulated”.
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ITEM  NO.  8.

TO NOMINATE ONE MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL TO THE BOARD OF COMHAR NA nOILEÁN TEO.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. F. Chambers

Resolved:-

“That Cllr. A.F. O’Malley be nominated to the Board of Comhar na nOileán Teo”.

ITEM  NO.  9.

TO CONSIDER REPORT DATED 25th FEBRUARY, 2008, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 8 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS, 2001, AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001, IN RESPECT OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF SINGLE RURAL COUNCIL DWELLINGHOUSES, SEPTIC TANK TREATMENT UNITS AND ANCILLARY WORKS AT BUNANIOO, CORRAUN, ACHILL AND DOOREEL, BALLYCROY, WESTPORT.
Proposed by Cllr. M. Holmes

Seconded by Cllr. M. McNamara

Resolved:-

“That we hereby adopt Report dated 25th February, 2008, in accordance with Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations, 2001, and the Local Government Act, 2001, in respect of the construction of single rural Council Dwellinghouses, septic tank treatment units and ancillary works at Bunanioo, Corraun, Achill and Dooreel, Ballycroy, Westport”.

ITEM  NO.  10.

TO CONSIDER REPORT DATED 27th FEBRUARY, 2008, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 8 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS, 2001, AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001, IN RESPECT OF PROPOSED ROAD WIDENING AND ROAD STRENGTHENING ALONG THE R314 AND L-1202 THROUGH THE TOWNLANDS OF BELLAGELLY SOUTH, AUGHOOSE, POLLATOMAIS, BARNACUILLEW AND GLENGAD.
Mr. P. Hynes, Dir. of Services, outlined the background to this Item.

Proposed by Cllr. J. Mee

Seconded by Cllr. P. McGuinness

“That we hereby adopt Report dated 27th February, 2008, in accordance with Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development)
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Regulations, 2001, and the Local Government Act, 2001, in respect of proposed Road widening and Road strengthening along the R314 and

L-1202 through the Townlands of Bellagelly South, Aughoose, Pollatomais, Barnacuillew and Glengad”.

The time being 6.30 p.m., it was  -

Proposed by Cllr. F. Chambers

Seconded by Cllr. M. McNamara

Resolved:-

“That “Standing Orders” be suspended in order to allow the Meeting to continue”.

Proposed by Cllr. T. Quinn

Seconded by Cllr. G. Murray

“That this Item be deferred to the April Meeting”.

A Vote was taken on the amendment as proposed by Cllr. T. Quinn and seconded by Cllr. G. Murray which resulted as follows:-



  FOR




           AGAINST


 Cllr. F. Chambers

    
   Cllr. C. Burke


 Cllr. J. Maloney


    
   Cllr. T. Connolly


 Cllr. G. Murray


    
   Cllr. G. Coyle


 Cllr. T. Quinn


    
   Cllr. J. Cribbin







             Cllr. M. Holmes







    
   Cllr. E. Lavin








   Cllr. P. McGuinness








   Cllr. P. McHugh








   Cllr. M. McNamara








   Cllr. J. Mee








   Cllr. J. Mellett








   Cllr. M. Mulherin








   Cllr. J. Munnelly









   Cllr. P. O’Brien








   Cllr. A.F. O’Malley








   Cllr. A.M. Reape








   Cllr. E. Staunton








   Cllr. H. Walsh


 _______________


   _________________
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 _______________


   _________________
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As the Vote resulted in 4 For and 18 Against, the Leas Chathaoirleach declared the amendment lost.

It was then agreed to take a Vote on the Motion as proposed by Cllr. J. Mee and seconded by Cllr. P. McGuinness which resulted as follows:-

         

  FOR





AGAINST


 Cllr. C. Burke



    Cllr. F. Chambers


 Cllr. T. Connolly



    Cllr. G. Murray


 Cllr. G. Coyle



    Cllr. T. Quinn


 Cllr. J. Cribbin


 Cllr. M. Holmes


 Cllr. E. Lavin


 Cllr. P. McGuinness


 Cllr. P. McHugh


 Cllr. M. McNamara


 Cllr. J. Mee


 Cllr. J. Mellett


 Cllr. M. Mulherin


 Cllr. J. Munnelly


 Cllr. A.F. O’Malley


 Cllr. A.M. Reape


 Cllr. E. Staunton


 Cllr. H. Walsh


 __________________


    ________________



      17




        3
 __________________


    ________________

As the Vote resulted in 17 For and 3 Against, the Leas Chathaoirleach declared the Motion carried.

ITEM  NO.  11.

TO NOTE MINUTES OF WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 17th SEPTEMBER, 2007.
Proposed by Cllr. E. Lavin

Seconded by Cllr. M. Holmes

Resolved:-

“That Minutes of Water Supply and Sewerage Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 17th September, 2007, be noted”.
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ITEM  NO.  12.

TO NOTE MINUTES OF ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 9th NOVEMBER, 2007.
Proposed by Cllr. A.M. Reape

Seconded by Cllr. M. Mulherin

Resolved:-

“That Minutes of Roads and Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 9th November, 2007, be noted”.

ITEM  NO.  13.

TO NOTE MINUTES OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 11th DECEMBER, 2007.
Proposed by Cllr. E. Staunton

Seconded by Cllr. G. Murray

Resolved:-

“That Minutes of Environmental Policy and Emergency Services Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 11th December, 2007, be noted”.

ITEM  NO.  14.

TO NOTE MINUTES OF BELMULLET ELECTORAL AREA COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ON 8th NOVEMBER, 2007 AND 20th DECEMBER, 2007.
Proposed by Cllr. T. Quinn

Seconded by Cllr. G. Coyle

Resolved:-

“That Minutes of Belmullet Electoral Area Committee Meetings held on 8th November, 2007 and 20th December, 2007, be noted”.

ITEM  NO.  15.

TO NOTE MINUTES OF CLAREMORRIS ELECTORAL AREA COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 15th JANUARY, 2008.
Proposed by Cllr. T. Connolly

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That Minutes of Claremorris Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 

15th January, 2008, be noted”.
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ITEM  NO.  16.

TO NOTE MINUTES OF CASTLEBAR ELECTORAL AREA COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 28th JANUARY, 2008.
Proposed by Cllr. J. Mee

Seconded by Cllr. F. Chambers

Resolved:-

“That Minutes of Castlebar Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 28th January, 2008, be noted”.

ITEM  NO.  17.

TO CONSIDER NOMINATING REPRESENTATIVES TO ATTEND KERRY ENVIRONMENTAL RECOGNITION CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN THE GOLF HOTEL, BALLYBUNION, CO. KERRY, FROM 2nd TO 6th APRIL, 2008.
The Council were informed of the estimated cost of sending a Delegate to this Conference.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That the Cathaoirleach, Cllr. S. Weir, Cllrs. M. Carty, T. Connolly, G. Coyle, P. O’Brien, A.F. O’Malley, John O’Malley, E. Staunton and H. Walsh be nominated to attend Kerry Environmental Recognition Conference to be held in the Golf Hotel, Ballybunion, Co. Kerry, from 2nd to 6th April, 2008”.

ITEM  NO.  18.

TO CONSIDER NOMINATING REPRESENTATIVES TO ATTEND CONFERENCE – “BETTER LOCAL GOVERNMENT – IS IT WORKING?” – TO BE HELD IN THE TALBOT HOTEL, WEXFORD, FROM 3rd TO 5th APRIL, 2008.
The Council were informed of the estimated cost of sending a Delegate to this Conference.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That Cllrs. J. Cribbin and D. Ryan be nominated to attend Conference – “Better Local Government – Is it working?” – to be held in the Talbot Hotel, Wexford, from 3rd to 5th April, 2008”.
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ITEM  NO.  19.

TO CONSIDER NOMINATING REPRESENTATIVES TO ATTEND PLANNING SEMINAR FOR COUNCILLORS TO BE HELD IN THE PATRICK PUNCH HOTEL, LIMERICK, ON 4th AND 5th APRIL, 2008.
The Council were informed of the estimated cost of sending a Delegate to this Seminar.

ITEM  NO.  20.

TO CONSIDER NOMINATING REPRESENTATIVES TO ATTEND ENVIRONMENTAL CONFERENCE – “WATER – THE CHALLENGES FOR USERS” – TO BE HELD IN THE CARRIGALINE COURT HOTEL, CARRIGALINE, CO. CORK, ON 17th AND 18th APRIL, 2008.
The Council were informed of the estimated cost of sending a Delegate to this Conference.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. J. Cribbin

Resolved:-

“That the Cathaoirleach, Cllr. S. Weir, be nominated to attend Environmental Conference – “Water – The Challenges for Users” – to be held in the Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork, on 17th and 18th April, 2008”.

Seminar – Trim, Co. Meath – 27th and 28th March, 2008.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. P. McHugh

Resolved:-

“That Cllrs. G. Coyle, J. Maloney, M. Mulherin and A.M. Reape be nominated to attend Local Authority Members Association Annual Spring Seminar to be held in the Knightsbrook Hotel, Trim, Co. Meath, on 27th and 28th March, 2008”.

NOTICES OF MOTION.

---------------------------------

It was agreed to defer Notices of Motion (a) and (b), as listed on the Agenda, to the April Meeting of the Council.
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RESOLUTION OF SYMPATHY.

--------------------------------------------

Proposed by Cllr. G. Murray

Seconded by Cllr. J. Mee

Resolved:-

“That the sympathy of the Council be extended to Mr. Ian Johnson, The Square, Charlestown, on the death of Mac Johnson, Lincoln, England”.

The Meeting concluded at 7.25 p.m. 

