MINUTES OF MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 6TH MAY, 2008, AT 10.00 a.m.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. S. Weir, was in the Chair.

The other Councillors present were:-

Cllrs. M. Mulherin, Johnnie O’Malley, A.M. Reape, E. Staunton, C. Burke, P. McGuinness, H. Kenny, A. McDonnell, J. Mee, T. Connolly, J. Cribbin, P. O’Brien, D. Ryan, H. Walsh, M. Holmes, E. Lavin, J. Maloney, J. Mellett, G. Murray, F. Chambers, A. F. O’Malley. 

The Council Staff in attendance were:-

Mr. D. Mahon, Co. Manager, Mr. J. Loftus, Dir. of Services, Mr. J. Condon, Meetings Administrator, Mr. P. Mahon, Dir. of Services, Mr. I. Douglas, Senior Planner, Mr. J. McMyler, Sen. Ex. Planner, Ms. D. Cunningham, Sen. Ex. Planner, Mr. P. Benson, Sen. Ex. Officer, Mr. B. Munnelly, Ex. Planner, Mr. A. DiLucia, Ex. Planner, Mr. B. Freeman, Asst. Planner, Ms. A. Gannon, Asst. Planner, Ms. M. Killoran-Coyne, Adm. Officer, Ms. A.M. Brett, Staff Officer, Ms. V. Cosgrove, Asst. Staff Officer.

Mr. M. Browne, Solicitor, was also in attendance.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ITEM  NO.  1.

TO CONSIDER BALLINA TOWN AND ENVIRONS DRAFT DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2009 -  2015 IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 11.5.B AND TO CONSIDER ANY AMENDMENTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 11.5.C IN RESPECT OF THE FUNCTIONAL AREA OF MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL.
Proposed by Cllr. M. Mulherin

Seconded by Cllr. Johnnie O’Malley

Resolved:-

(a)
“That the Ballina Town and Environs Draft Development Plan 2009


- 2015 in respect of the functional area of Mayo County Council,


has been considered in accordance with Section 11(5)(b) of the


Planning and Development Act 2000;

(b)
That the Ballina Town and Environs Draft Development Plan


2009 – 2015 is amended to provide for the rezoning of a field to the


north which is serviced land containing approximately 10 acres be


included and zoned R3, with a minimum site size of half an acre


per house;

(c)
That the Ballina Town and Environs Draft Development Plan


2009 – 2015 be placed on public display, as amended”.
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ITEM  NO.  2.

(a)
TO CONSIDER MANAGER’S REPORT ON SUBMISSIONS ON THE


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAFT MAYO COUNTY


DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2008 – 2014;

(b)
TO CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ON SUBMISSIONS


RECEIVED.
Mr J. Loftus, Dir. of Services, summarised the current position of the process, and said that the proposed amendments to the Draft Mayo County Development Plan and Strategic Environmental Report were on public display from 4th February, 2008, to 3rd March, 2008.

The Manager’s Report on Submissions and Observations received and the Environmental Report thereon were circulated to the Elected Members on the 28th March, 2008, by E-Mail, followed up by hard copies on 2nd April, 2008.   Copies of original Submissions were forwarded to the Elected Members by E-Mail on 16th April, 2008, with an option of hard copies on request from the Planning Office.   The Council’s consideration of the Draft County Development Plan matter had to be completed by 8th May, 2008.

The Elected Members were advised many times previously of their obligation to comply with legislation including planning legislation, relevant national directives and government policies and objectives when making the final decision in relation to the Mayo County Development Plan.   They were formally advised again on their obligations in the matter.

The Plan must comply with the policy framework established for planning at national, regional and local level including the rural settlement policy framework.   The Plan must also be consistent with the National Spatial Strategy, the Regional Planning Guidelines and Water Services Framework.

In particular, Mr J. Loftus advised the Elected Members of their legal obligation to comply with Government policy and objectives in making their final decision in relation to the Mayo County Development Plan.  The views of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government have been clearly set out in their submission dated 29th February, 2008 (copy already circulated).

The Elected Members could now decide, by Resolution, on the proposed amendments that were on public display taking into account the various matters referred to above.
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If the Elected Members decide to make the amendments, they may only make modifications to the amendments that they consider appropriate.

The Council may also accept, by Resolution, the Draft Plan, subject to the amendments that they consider appropriate.

When the Plan is made, a notice is published in at least one newspaper circulating in the area and a copy of the Plan is sent to the Minister, prescribed authorities, adjoining Planning Authorities, An Bord Pleanála and the County Development Board.   Notices regarding additions to or deletions from the Record of Protected Structures are served on owners and occupiers of such structures.

The Development Plan takes effect four weeks after it is made.

Cllr. P. McGuinness stated that he had become aware of serious allegations made about him in a publication to do with planning, and that he will be getting legal advice as to what his options are regarding the matter.  

PROPOSAL  1.

Proposed by Cllr. P. Mc Guinness

Seconded by Cllr. A. McDonnell

Resolved:-

	MEMBERS RESPONSE TO MANAGER’S REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS



	RECOMMENDATION

NO.
	MEMBER’S

RESPONSE
	COMMENTS

	1.
	Reject
	

	2.
	Reject
	

	3.
	Amend 
	

	4.
	Reject
	

	5.
	Reject
	

	6.
	Reject
	

	7.
	Reject
	

	8.
	Accept
	

	9.
	Amend
	Add ‘It is the policy of Mayo County Council to encourage the reservation of river banks for public access and to co-operate with the regional fisheries boards in the preparation of a great lakes access policy’.

	10.
	Accept
	

	11.
	Accept
	

	12.
	Accept
	


-      4      -

	RECOMMENDATION

NO.
	MEMBER’S

RESPONSE
	COMMENTS

	13.
	
	To be subject of separate proposal by Cllr. F. Chambers.

	14.
	Accept
	

	15.
	Accept
	

	16.
	Accept
	

	17.
	Accept
	

	18.
	Accept
	

	19.
	Amend
	Correct typographical error in the Manager’s Report, i.e., Bullet Point No. 2 should read ‘Walls to be no higher than 1.2 metres’.

Amend final Bullet Point by deleting all after ‘located’ and replacing with ‘within 1.5 metres of road’.

	20.
	Accept
	

	21.
	Accept
	

	22.
	Accept
	

	23.
	Accept
	

	24.
	Accept
	

	25.
	Reject
	

	26.
	Accept
	

	27.
	Reject
	

	28.
	Accept
	

	29.
	Reject
	

	30.
	Reject
	

	31
	Reject
	

	32.
	Accept
	

	33.
	Accept
	

	34.
	Accept
	

	35.
	Accept
	

	36.
	Accept
	

	37.
	Accept
	

	38.
	Accept
	

	39.
	Amend
	Amend by adding the words ‘where necessary’ after ‘and Protection’ in both (Heading) and Key Issues

	40.
	Accept
	

	41.
	Accept
	

	42.
	Accept
	

	43.
	Accept
	

	44.
	Reject
	

	45.
	Accept
	

	46.
	Accept
	

	47.
	Amend
	Accept recommended modification subject to replacement of the word ‘accepted’ with ‘existing’

	48.
	Reject
	

	49.
	Accept
	

	50.
	Accept
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	RECOMMENDATION

NO.
	MEMBER’S

RESPONSE
	COMMENTS

	51.
	Amend
	Accept recommended modification subject to replacement of the word ‘accepted’ with ‘existing’

	52.
	Accept
	

	53.
	Amend
	Accept recommended modification subject the replacement of the word ‘accepted’ with ‘existing’ in the case of both O/TI-PC 1 and O/TI-PC 2

	54.(a)
	Amend
	Accept recommended modification subject to replacement of the word ‘accepted’ with ‘existing’

	54.(b)
	Reject
	

	55.
	Accept
	

	56.
	Accept
	

	57.
	Accept
	

	58.
	Amend
	Amend Amendment 4.1 by replacing ‘take’ with consider taking’

	59.
	Accept
	

	60.
	Accept
	

	61.
	Accept
	

	62.
	Reject
	

	63.
	Amend
	Amend by deleting the words ‘before the end of 2008’ and replace with ‘within two years of the adoption of the Plan’

	64.
	Accept
	

	65.
	Accept
	

	66.
	Accept
	

	67.
	Reject
	

	68.
	Reject
	

	69.
	Reject
	

	70.
	Accept
	

	71.
	Accept
	

	72.
	Accept
	

	73.
	Reject
	

	74.
	Reject
	

	75.
	Accept
	

	76.
	Accept
	

	77.
	Accept
	

	77 (a).
	Accept
	

	78.
	Accept
	

	79.
	Accept
	

	80.
	Reject
	

	81.
	Reject
	

	82.
	Accept
	

	83.
	Accept
	

	84.
	Accept
	

	85.
	Accept
	

	86.
	Accept
	

	87.
	Accept
	


-      6      -

	RECOMMENDATION

NO.
	MEMBER’S

RESPONSE
	COMMENTS

	88.
	Accept
	

	89.
	Amend
	Accept recommended modification subject to replacement of the word ‘accepted’ with ‘existing’

	91.
	Accept
	

	92.
	Reject
	

	93.
	Accept
	

	94.
	Accept
	

	95.
	Amend
	Accept recommended modification subject to replacement of the word ‘accepted’ with ‘existing’

	96.
	Accept
	


Proposed by Cllr. F. Chambers

Seconded by Cllr. J. Mee

Resolved:-

“It is an objective of Mayo County Council that a second level school be built by the Department of Education in Newport to meet the growing educational needs of the Newport area”.

The reinstatement of Rockfleet Castle on the Record of Protected Structures was confirmed.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. A. McDonnell

Resolved:-

“That the Minister be asked to reprimand An Taisce for attributing motives to Councillors without knowing what Councillors motives are”.

Proposed by Cllr. P. McGuinness

Seconded by Cllr. A. McDonnell

Resolved:-

“That the Draft Mayo County Development Plan, as amended, be adopted and that the Council hereby make the Mayo County Development Plan 2008 – 2014”.
The Meeting concluded at 11.40 a.m.
